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lllicit Drugs Related Behaviours among Adolescents

and Health Impacts

*%

Sujtta ritmontree* , Manop kanato

ABSTRACT

The objective of this qualitative study was to explore illicit drugs related distributing
behaviour among students in their schools. Scope of the study covered their motives,
behaviours, and impacts. 10 informants were adolescents who attended Thunyaruk
Hospital Khon Kaen during June-September 2013 through voluntary system. Indepth
interview was the primary method to gather the data. Life history as well as thematic
analysis were utilised.

It is emerged that family was the significant factor enforcing them to drugs circle,
mostly starting from trying to use drugs. As a result of closer relationship with drugs
dealers after using drugs, they became the member of the drugs network. The need of
money and schools environment enabled these student to be drugs distributors in
schools. Various marketing strategies were applied such as packaging (small, easily hide
and delivery) and pricing (little money in small pack). Each distributor established their
own sub-network from peers and younger cohort. Direct sell among the network members
was popular. Not only addicted to the drugs but also emerging mental health disorder
such as stress, depression, anxiety, and paranoid. Violence, sexual risk behaviour, absent
from school, irresponsible, and multiple drugs user were its consequences. Result from
the study suggested more intensive measure to drugs prevention.

Key word : lllicit drugs, health impacts, adolescent
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